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Aims and Objectives

This project is intended as a preliminary review to investigate any possible connections to
slavery over the course of the history of St Mary Abchurch. Its aim is to provide insight into
the contested heritage of St Mary Abchurch as well as the broader and far more contentious
issue of the remembrance of the history of slavery under the context of eighteenth- and

nineteenth-~century British involvement in the slave trade.

This review would evaluate the extent to which the history of St Mary Abchurch was involved
in the transatlantic slave trade, and the assessment would serve as a point of reference for
future commemoration and preservation projects taken at St Mary Abchurch. Therefore, this
report focuses primarily on the commemorative heritage inside of the church, namely, the

memorial plaques and the benefactors boards.

This report hopes to provide a starting point for further research on this topic, and this report
strongly recommends specialist research to be taken to contest or to corroborate with the

findings of this report.

This project is undertaken in accordance to the UK government’s Guidance for custodians on
how to deal with commemorative heritage assets that have become contested !, the Church
of England’s Confested Heritage in Cathedrals and Churches?, as well as the guidelines

provided by Historic England, published online under Confested Heritage Advice3.

I “Guidance for Custodians on How to Deal with Commemorative Heritage Assets That Have Become
Contested,” GOV.UK, October 5, 2023, https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-~
for-custodians-on-how-to-deal-with~commemorative-heritage-assets-that-have-become-
contested/guidance-for-custodians-on-how-to-deal-with-commemorative-heritage-assets-that-
have-become-contested.

2 “CONTESTED HERITAGE in CATHEDRALS and CHURCHES,” The Church of England, 2021,
https://www.churchofengland.ore/resources/churchcare/advice-and-guidance-church-
buildings/contested-heritage.

8 “Contested Heritage Advice | Historic England,” Historic England, 30 October, 2023,
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Timing of the review in relation to wider current events

Research for this project began in March 2025, with this report produced in September 2025.
During this time the remembrance of the history of the slave trade emerges as of particular
relevance and contention after US President Donald Trump issued the executive order
Restoring Truth and Sanity fo American Hisfory 4, and US National Park Service’s decision to
reinstall the statue of Albert Pike, previously taken down in 20208, St Mary Abchurch has not
previously been identified as an institution closely involved with the slave trade. Nonetheless,
individuals and bodies responsible for the church regarded it essential to address, as part of
the church’s future renovation programme, any point of its history that might prove
contentious from a modern perspective. It is with their support that this project is possible to

be undertaken.

Possible Connections to Transatlantic Slavery

1) St Mary Abchurch as Contested Heritage: Points of Possible Contention in Its

History

This report found no evidence suggesting that St Mary Abchurch itself had invested in the
slave trade, and nor was there any evidence of the church being the owner of, or a claimant
to, an estate involving slave labour. Direct links of the church’s objects with slavery are also
yet to be established, as this report currently finds no evidence that they might be donated or
commissioned by a slave owner or trader. Documents kept at St Mary Abchurch shows no
evidence that the church might have utilised funds generated from the slave trade for its
internal furnishings and repairs at any point. This report also finds no evidence suggesting
that there was direct personal involvement in the slave trade on part of past rectors of St Mary

Abchurch.

https://historicengland.ore.uk/advice/planning/contested-heritage/.

4 Donald J. Trump, “Restoring Truth and Sanity to American History,” The White House, March 27,
2025, https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring~truth-and-sanity~to-
american-history/.

5 “National Park Service to Restore and Reinstall Albert Pike Statue ~ National Mall and Memorial Parks
(U.s. National Park Service),” National Park Service, 2025,
https://www.nps.cov/nama/learn/news/pike.htm.
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The only point of possible contention seems to be the figure of Sir Christopher Wren, who is,
of course, of paramount importance to the history of St Mary Abchurch. It was thanks to him
that the church was rebuilt in 1686, during which he designed its unique dome structure.
Naturally, Sir Christopher Wren takes centre stage when it comes to commemorating the
history of St Mary Abchurch, and of the architectural history of early modern London in
general. However, recent concern has been raised regarding Sir Christopher Wren’s
investment in companies involved in the slave trade, with some claiming that he had profited
considerably from the Royal African Company and had been involved in directing the
company’s trading activitiesé. This is most likely due to a mis-citation of Preben Mortensen’s
work Art in the social order: the making of the modern conception of art, in which he claimed
‘Along with Sir Christopher Wren and Richard Boyle, Locke was among the fellows of the
Royal Society who initially acquired stocks in the new company... Shaftesbury and Wren
both took an active role in the operation of the company’?, referring to the Hudson’s Bay
Company rather than the Royal African Company in this context. Research undertaken by St
Paul’s Cathedral also stated that ‘Although there are a few claims in popular works that Wren
was a founding investor in the Royal African Company, a careful review of the investor lists
from The National Archives provides no evidence to support this’s. The findings of this review

concur with this statement.

Nevertheless, it is clear that Wren was personally involved in the operation of both the
Hudson’s Bay Company and the Fast India Company through the Royal Society. Minutes of
meeting of the Royal Society dating from 1682—during which Wren served as the society’s
president®—noted that ‘Ordered that the £1300 now received by Abraham Hill Esq. Treasurer
of the Society from Mr Johnson, be deposited by him in the East India Company... Mr Hill

returned with a noted from Cook and the King for the payment of the £1300 to the East India

6 “List of Memorials in the City of London Linked to Slavery, Colonialism & Racism,” RECLAIM EC1,
24 June, 2020, https://reclaimecl.wordpress.com/2020/06/24/list-of-memorials-in-the-city~of-~
london-linked-to-slavery-colonialism-racism/.

7 Preben Mortensen, Arf in the Social Order: The Making of the Modern Conception of Arf (State
University of New York: Albany: State University of New York Press, 1997), p76.

8 Paula Gooder, “Christopher Wren’s Commercial Interest: A Reflection | St Paul’s Cathedral,” St Paul’s
Cathedral, 2023, https://www.stpauls.co.uk/christopher-wrens-commercial-interest-reflection.

9 Hira Ateeq, “Many Wrens | Royal Society,” The Royal Society, 7 August, 2023,
https://royalsociety.org/blog/2023/05/many-~wrens/.
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Company. He was asked to procure the bond of the East India Company for the same by next
Friday and to bring it in so that it may be put in the Iron Chest.”1° This deposit of £1300 was
clear evidence of Sir Chrisopher Wren’s complicity in the complex network of commerce and
slavery, of which the Royal Society played an important role. While Wren was not a
slaveholder himself, he had indirectly supported the transatlantic slave trade through his
leading role in the Royal Society. Indeed, just as Canon Dr Paula Gooder had concluded, Sir
Christopher Wren ‘...was certainly involved in action that contributed to the expansion of
the empire, as well as having indirect connections with companies that used slaves. Despite
not having been directly involved in slavery himself, he was certainly complicit in a world of
wealth and power that benefitted significantly from the slave trade.’!! St Mary Abchurch,
rebuilt by Wren after the Great Fire of London, needs to address and reflect upon Wren’s
contributions to colonialism. As one of Sir Christopher Wren’s lasting legacies, St Mary
Abchurch should not cease to commemorate Wren’s architectural excellence, but should also
take measures to address the indirect role Wren played in expanding and perpetuating the

early modern British transatlantic slave trade.

Overall, although there is always the possibility that this report overlooked certain sources
due to the reviewer’s relative inexpertise, and that previously unseen documents might be
uncovered at any point in the future, this review suggests that St Mary Abchurch had seen
little to no direct connection to the slave trade other than the case of Christopher Wren. Given
the evidence available at the present, this review proposes that, for St Mary Abchurch, the
most appropriate way to approach this history would be to align with St Paul Cathedral’s
reflections on this matter—quoting directly, ‘... we recognise the discomfort such knowledge
brings us. Wren was a brilliant designer and scientist; he, like others during the period, also

benefitted from a world that accumulated wealth through the mistreatment of other.”12

10 Minutes of meeting, 8 February 1682, Council Minutes Original: minutes of meetings of the
governing body of the Royal Society, 1-Volume 1, CMO/1/288.
https://catalogues.royalsociety.org/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=CMO%2f1
%2£288&pos=55.

1T Paula Gooder, “Christopher Wren’s Commercial Interest: A Reflection | St Paul’s Cathedral,” St
Paul’s Cathedral, 2023, hitps://www.stpauls.co.uk/christopher-wrens-commercial-interest-
reflection.

121bid.
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ii) St Mary Abchurch as a Contested Heritage Site: Benefactors Boards and

Memorials

This report investigated the list of benefactors listed on the benefactors boards in St Mary
Abchurch to determine whether they were directly involved in the slave trade. Two entries
on the right-hand side plaque that reads ‘BENEFACTORS to the Parish of St Mary Abchurch’
stands out as of particular interest to this review: ‘1777 Mr MATTHEW PERCHARD’ and

‘1806 PETER PERCHARD’, with both donations being made upon their respective deaths.

Peter Perchard (1729-1806) had been elected Lord Mayor of London in 1804 and his
memorial identified him as ‘Alderman & late Lord Mayor of this City’. Prior to his election he
had been a liveryman of the Goldsmiths’ Company and a merchant, and had profited
significantly from privateering activity in the English Channel—7he Gentleman's Magazine
(March, 1832) noted that ‘...and the French West Indiamen were the game they chiefly ran
down...The profits of these ventures were for the most part invested in the British funds. Mr.
Perchard as attorney received the dividends, and became wealthy by the mere accumulation
of his commission business’!3. It is thus clear that Peter Perchard in his early years had derived
much of his wealth from privateering ships from the French West Indies in particular, which
in turn chiefly carried colonial goods produced through the ruthless exploitation of slave
labour. Thomas Kitchin, a contemporary writing around the time Peter Perchard had been
privateering, speculated in his 1778 The Present State of the West Indies that ¢...and soon all
the islands were cultivated by Africans, badly fed, half naked, beat, and used more
unmercifully than the most stubborn beasts of our country. Every year about 52,000 slaves
are so carried from Africa to the West-Indies. The Danes carry away about 3000, the Dutch
6000, the French 13000, the English have all the rest, which they distribute in their colonies:

they sell about 3000 to the French...’!4. It would, therefore, have been hardly possible for

13 “Anecdotes of Alderman Peter (Pierre) Perchard,” The Gentleman’s Magazine, March 1832.

14 Thomas Kitchin, 7he Present State of the West-Indies : Containing an Accurate Description of What
Parts Are Possessed by the Several Powers in Europe : Together with an Authentick Account of the First
Discoverers of Those Isiands, and the Parts Adjacent, Their Situation, Extent, Boundaries, Soil, Product,
Trade, Commerce, Inhabitants, Strength, Government, and Religion : Also Their Principal Bays and
Harbours, the Materials for Which Were Collected on the Spot during the Last War by Some of the
Officers of His Majesty’s Forces, and Diligently Compared Will All Authentick Narrators : lllustrated



Peter Perchard’s privateering spoils to be completely devoid of the influence of transatlantic
slavery. However, it would still be an overstatement to suggest a connection on part of St
Mary Abchurch to slavery through Peter Perchard’s gains from privateering ships from the
French West Indies, as this line of reasoning is overly stretched to substantiate claims of St
Mary Abchurch being involved in transatlantic slavery in any meaningful manner.
Furthermore, there is no evidence of Peter Perchard himself directly engaging in the
transatlantic slave trade, and nor was there any record of him ever being a slave owner.
Overall, although the case of Peter Perchard’s privateering gains profoundly illustrated the
global reach of the economic and social impact of transatlantic slavery, both him and St Mary
Abchurch were only peripheral in this commercial network sustained upon slave labour.
They neither participated consciously in the slave trade, and nor did they take measures to
actively perpetuate it. This review would not consider Peter Perchard’s case as constituting a
direct link to slavery, but his case is certainly an interesting one to consider when assessing

the global history of transatlantic slavery.

His uncle, the silversmith Matthew Perchard (1702-1777), was also buried in St Mary
Abchurch. Less is known about him than his nephew, though their contemporaries had
speculated °...that Peter Perchard had been chiefly brough up by this uncle, with whom his
sister, an ancient maiden, lived’!5. Thankfully, Matthew Perchard’s memorial in St Mary
Abchurch contained a brief account of his career which read ‘Sacred to the Memory of / MR
MATTHEW PERCHARD / a Native of the Island of Guernsey / who lies Interred near this
Place / He was a Member of the Goldsmiths Company / of which he died Prime Warden /
on the 13t of August 1777 / in the 75% Year of his age / and the 46t of his Residence in this
Parish / Having Lived an Example of Strict Integrity’. There is no known evidence of Matthew
Perchard himself actively engaging in the slave trade personally. As for possible connections
through the Goldsmiths’ Company, neither this review nor the research undertaken by the
company itself has found any proof of the company’s potential involvement in transatlantic
slavery so far. Nonetheless, the 2022-2023 edition of The Goldsmiths’ Review stated that the

company would continue to ‘research into potential connections between the Goldsmiths’

with a Complete Map of the West-Indies, Done from the Latest Observations. (London, 1778), p12.
15 “Anecdotes of Alderman Peter (Pierre) Perchard,” The Gentleman’s Magazine, March 1832.



Company and the transatlantic slave trade’'é, and this review suggests future research on

Matthew Perchard to refer to their results.

The most direct point of possible contention here, however, is that the Perchard family name
attained an uncomfortable connection to the slave trade decades earlier before Matthew and
Peter Perchard made their respective donations. The Daily Courant published an
advertisement that read ‘There is a Negro Boy of 8 or 9 Years old, to be sold, of a very good
black Complexion. Enquire at Mr. Perchard’s, Pewterer, the Corner of Abchurch-lane,
Cannon-street’ on the second page of its 20 November 1719 paper!?. Unfortunately, after
extensive research, this review failed to find any other piece of evidence that corroborated
with this Daily Courant advertisement, and nor did it find any source that suggests the

outcome of the sale, or any possible legal disputes that it triggered.

Thus, this concise piece of information leaves the modern speculator with more questions
than answers. Stating the obvious, one could not be sure which specific member of the
Perchard family this advertisement was referring to. Given that the paper was published as
early as 1719, it is hardly possible that ‘Mr Perchard’ was a reference to Matthew Perchard—
indeed, as Vanessa Moris pointed out in her article, this Mr Perchard ‘may have been an uncle
of Matthew.’18 The specific role ‘Mr Perchard’ played in the sale was also left unclear, and
one could not be sure whether he was regularly engaging in the slave trade, or if this was a
singular case in which he was acting as the agent of another trader. As this report found no
known evidence of the Perchard family’s involvement in the slave trade apart from this Daily
Courant advertisement, and certainly no information suggesting direct connections to
transatlantic slavery on part of Matthew and Peter Perchard, this report does not consider
their memorials in St Mary Abchurch contested heritage. This review considers it unnecessary
to make any alterations to their memorials or the benefactors boards based on the evidence
available at the present, and calls for specialists to identify the ‘Mr Perchard’ in the Daily

Courant advertisement to determine if he was closely related to Matthew or Peter Perchard,

16 Fleni Bide, “THE GOLDSMITHS’ REVIEW” (The Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, 2023),
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/64da0a20b4c77¢2b69f57991/t/66bcacaba719¢c5662024b
781/1723641525058/Goldsmiths%27+Review+2022+-+2023+Spreads.pdf. p69.

17 Vanessa Morris, “ST MARY ABCHURCH and the GUERNSEY CONNECTION,” Skyline, 2023. p13.

13 Thid.
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and was he connected to St Mary Abchurch.

Apart from the case of the Perchards, there seems to be no other listed church benefactor on

the two commemorative plaques who was known to have been involved in the slave trade.

As for memorials inside St Mary Abchurch, this review did not find any evidence suggesting
that the individuals commemorated might be directly connected to transatlantic slavery
themselves, though this review would like to note that John Watson Borradaile, the son of
William Borradaile and Anne Borradaile (both were buried in St Mary Abchurch), was among
the awardees/assignees of five slave-holding estates (totalling 648 enslaved!?) and had
further made an unsuccessful claim to one slave-holding estate (211 enslaved20). However,
as neither William nor Anne Borradaile owned slave-holding estates, there is not enough
evidence to suggest that John Watsonn Borradaile’s involvement in transatlantic slavery was
influenced by his parents’ trade. John Watson Borradaile seemed to have very little connection
with St Mary Abchurch, as he was neither baptised nor buried there, and there is no record
of him making any donations to the church. Since there is no memorial of him inside St Mary
Abchurch, his case is only of peripheral interest to the history of the church’s commemorative

heritage assets.

In sum, though St Mary Abchurch had peripheral links to the impacts of slavery through its
benefactors, these ties were neither strong nor direct enough to substantiate the claim that
the church was ‘connected’ to transatlantic slavery in any profound manner. As this report is
currently unable to establish direct links between individuals commemorated in the heritage
assets in St Mary Abchurch and the slave trade, this report concludes that St Mary Abchurch
was not significantly connected to slavery, and that no drastic measure should be taken at the

present to address the possible points of contention seen in the memorials mentioned above.

19 “John Watson Borradaile,” Legacies of British Slavery database (Centre for the Study of Legacies of
British Slavery, 2025), hitps://www.ucl.ac.uk/Ibs/person/view/291.
20 Tpid.
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Reflections: Approaching St Mary Abchurch as a Contested Heritage Site

The report did not find any evidence of the church directly benefitting financially from the
slave trade. It seems that St Mary Abchurch had never officially engaged with the trade, and
nor were its benefactors slave owners or traders. Within the current scope of this
investigation, it would be safe to assert that the church had, from the seventeenth century to

the nineteenth century, seen little to no direct engagement with the slave trade.

Nonetheless, it is still important for St Mary Abchurch’s indirect connections to the slave
trade—peripheral as it is—to be acknowledged and understood. This is not to incriminate the
church, its previous clergy, or its parishioners, but to encourage reflection on how the slave
trade affected the history of the city of London as a whole. To recognise how the church was
involved with figures such as Sir Christopher Wren and Peter Perchard—and how they were
in turn agents in the political and commercial network that was established upon
transatlantic slavery—invites visitors to the church and researchers of urban history alike to
consider London’s position in eighteenth~ and nineteenth-century global trade, and how its
history was interrelated with the history of slavery in particular. Places such as St Mary
Abchurch with seemingly no direct connection to slavery still inevitably interacted with slave
owners and traders or members of their family. This certainly demonstrates how widely and
deeply the effects of transatlantic slavery had penetrated into the vibrant commercial and
social life of London. St Mary Abchurch in this period, on the other hand, overlooked a parish
which seemed to be a tight-knit one characterised by kinship ties and close partnerships in
trade. Subsumed in the wider community networks of London and beyond, this parish
community almost certainly benefitted indirectly from the slave trade, as the rest of London,

as well as Britain as a whole, did.

In terms of approaching the contested heritage of St Mary Abchurch in a more holistic sense,
it is also crucial to recognise the limits of this report, as it focuses on the church’s connections
to slavery only. A truly comprehensive assessment of contested heritage requires investigation
into disadvantaged and underrepresented groups including, but not limited to, individuals
and communities trafficked and exploited by transatlantic slavery. Therefore, St Mary

Abchurch’s connection to other repressed minority groups in the city of London should be a



potential field of inquiry for future research.

Sugeestions (Practicality and Fundin,

Based on the aforementioned conclusions, this report does not find it necessary for any drastic
measures to be taken at the present (e.g. the removal of objects, plaques, artwork, or other
forms of interior furnishings from the church), since the church had only seen peripheral
connections to slavery in general, and that such connections were not of particular relevance
to the commemorative heritage assets inside of the church. If steps are to be taken to address
the potential ties of St Mary Abchurch to the history of slavery, this report recommends the
installation of an information board/plaque, based on relevant information written or
proofread by specialist historians. This solution would not neglect duties of non-~erasure and
could present the church’s connections to slavery in a clear, concise, and straightforward
manner. It could also be conveniently undertaken as part of a broader renovation programme
for St Mary Abchurch to ensure that the church would not face unexpected closures. It would
not necessarily take up too much space and would not interfere with the religious functions
of the St Mary Abchurch or the aesthetic values of the church interior. To insert a notice
board informing visitors to St Mary Abchurch of the church’s indirect connections to slavery
as well as the history of the slave trade in London in general would incur very little cost to
tax-~-payers, and this report considers it a practical solution at the present, before any new

evidence of the church’s historical connection to the slave trade (or lack of which) is found.

In the meantime, this report strongly suggests adequate funding to be provided to St Mary
Abchurch for structural repairs and furnishings, as this could not only be beneficial to the
preservation of St Mary Abchurch as a cultural heritage but could also raise academic and
public awareness alike of its historical, architectural, and artistic value. Financial support
should also be provided to professional historians interested in the history of St Mary
Abchurch to fund relevant projects, including further research on its connections to the slave

trade.



Additional Notes

This report is, admittedly, heavily reliant on the information provided by the Legacies of
British Slavery Database, which is also currently undergoing a major system update during
the time this report is written. Any inaccuracies or omissions in this report would be due to
my lack of experience. If further reviews are to be taken by other specialist historians or
archivists, this report recommends the use of alternative sources and perhaps a thoroughly

different approach to this field of inquiry.
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